








POSTION: Spanish teacher
HOMETOWN: Naperville, IL
EDUCATION: DePaul University for
Undergraduate Degree in Elementary
Education with a minor in Spanish;
currently attending Benedictine

University for Masters in Education

YEARS AT ST. JOSAPHAT: Three

Have you always worked in schools or
have you held other jobs? I have had
many jobs that have involved teaching,
but not necessarily in schools. I taught
swim lessons for eight years throughout
high school and college, and even taught
Sasha and Malia Obama how to swim at
the University of Chicago. I also am a cer-
tified personal trainer and group fitness
instructor at DePaul University.

What drew you to St. Josapahat? While at
DePaul, I taught PE at SJS for 10 weeks as
part of the field experience program. When
I graduated, I knew that SJS was a welcom-
ing and nurturing environment that would
be great for any educator to join.

What do you like best about working at
St. Josaphat? I love seeing all of the stu-
dents. It is such a pleasure to work with
the students at every age, from PreK3 to
8th grade. I get to see each student grow
from a different perspective than his or
her classroom teacher. I can see how a stu-
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dent has changed from grade to grade, not
just from the fall to the spring. The kind
students, generous families, and amazing
faculty make up a spectacular community
at SJS. I appreciate all that the students,
families, and faculty have done to support
my husband and I while he is overseas
with the US Army. It is amazing to see the
genuine kindness and concern from every-
one and I continually remind myself of
how lucky I am to be part of such a great
community.

What do you like to do in your spare
time? In my spare time, I like to run,
read, and spend time with my family and
friends. I LOVE sports (especially vol-
leyball, football, and baseball), so in my
free time I love to play or watch sports. I
am very close with my family, and enjoy
going to Cubs games, concerts, and the
occasional Sox game with them.

What is one of your most memorable
moments working in a school? This is a
tough one! There are always memorable
moments at SJS, including the students
calling me Mrs. Senorita Merrywefer!

But the one that stands out in my mind

is from the all school picnic last year. The
eighth graders challenged the teachers to
a game of two-hand touch football. Since I
played powder-puff football in high school

Spelling Bee is

and have three brothers who all played
football, I was very excited to play! I must
have been a little too enthusiastic about
the game because when I decided to rush
the quarterback after the 5 second wait,

I “two hand touched” him so hard that

he flew to the ground in front of a group
of room parents! I felt horrible because I
definitely “roughed the passer” but I knew
I did my brothers proud! And just for the
record, the teachers won!

Interview and photo by Kate York,
co-editor, Chew The Phat

a Family Act

Submitted by Amy Cascarano, SJS parent & co-chair, Spelling Bee

Brothers took home the championship at St. Jospahat'’s
annual Spelling Bee! Mark won for the lower grades (1-3)
and went on to compete in the upper grade division (4-8).
Ultimately, his brother Jonathan won for the upper grade.
The winning word was “pnuematic.
Amy Treadwell were co-chairs of the event. Judges included
Kristie French, Beth Schenck, and Casey Miller was the
pronouncer. Dawn van Kempen provided the refreshments
which were donated by the PTO.

”
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Students Flock to Three-on-Three
Tourney

Written by Wesley Weglarek & Grace McDermott, Student Leadership Council members

The 3-on-3 Basketball Tournament, sponsored by the Student Leadership
Council, was a great experience for everyone who participated or attended. The
tifth and sixth grade bracket had eight teams competing. At that level, The Eagles,
Mikayla Sirovatka, Jack Eberle, and Mike Kalanik, won a well-earned first place
prize. In a close second was Ze Chicken Wings: Mac Cowen, Sheahen Dowling,
and Patrick Douthit. BRACKET FOR THE UPPER GRADES

“It was a LOT of fun!” one participant said; ‘I liked playing against our class- EXHIBITS CREATIVE TEAM MONIKERS.
mates because we don't usually get to do that.”

The six teams in the 7th and 8th grade bracket provided an on-the-edge-of-
your-chair experience. It really was a great afternoon for these two competitive
grades. In the end, it came down the seventh grade team of: Marcus Kujawa,
Emma Kosnik, Ali Harner, and Kennedy Dowling, and the 8th grade team of:
Frankie Hermanek, Sylvester Pydych, and Jack Herold of the “Mutated Sea Bass”
team, who claimed the final victory.

Congratulations to all of the teams, and especially to the winners who each
took home a valuable Out of Uniform pass! Also, thank you to our volunteer
referees, Mr. Dan Casey, Mr. Barry Ward, and Mr. Scott Dowling. This 3-on-3
Tournament was a huge success, so, once again, thank you to everyone who par-
ticipated. See you at next year’s tournament!

WATCHING THE COMPETITION, READY TO
PLAY!

BASKETBALL: It is hard to believe we are completing another season of basketball
Th at St. Josaphat. The teams brought thrills and excitement to our home court once
e again. Some teams were fortunate enough to move on in play-offs this past week.
Congratulations to all of the hard working SJS players! It was a great ride for the

t fans too! Athletes, please remember to return your clean uniforms to Coach Kendall at
p OP S your next gym class.

P VOLLEYBALL: All SJS volleyball teams are either starting (Boys’ VB) or resuming
a,g e practices this week. We welcome faculty member Bridget White as our new Girls 7th-
8th assistant coach. The Girls 7th-8th team will begin matches at St. Viator Invitational
League starting the week of April 12th. The Boys’ team, made up of 6th-8th graders, will
play in the Queen of Angels league starting the week of April 12th and due to the size of
the team we plan to add some home scrimmages to our schedule. The Girls’ 5th grade
and 6th grade teams will play in the Gordon Tech High School Monday night league
starting March 29th. The Girls’ 5th-8th grade teams will enjoy new uniforms this Spring.

Written by Mary Hermanek,
SJS Athletic Director and parent

The SJS volleyball coaches have been working diligently with Mary Hermanek to out-
line age-specific goals and identify key teaching points for serving, passing, hitting and
setting. The final product is the SJS Volleyball Skills Guidelines. Our goal is to provide
coaches with a teaching tool and also provide continuity so, as the players move up
and have different coaches, the language will be similar. It will also serve as a guide for
players looking to focus on and improve certain skills over the summer. We are looking
forward to sharing the information with the parents and players this Spring.

SOCCER: Our Bitty Soccer programs, offered to PreK-3 thru 2nd grade are under way.
The clinics are held on Saturday mornings, afternoons and Sundays depending on the
age of the child.

SPRING FLING has been pushed back one week to Friday, May 14th.

Mark your calendars for a fun evening for the whole family! Food, drinks, dancing
and the Jessie White Tumblers are on the agenda!




BLESSING TOMORROW

A Campaign for St. Josaphat Parish

BLESSED TODAY Q n%

TRACKING OUR SUCCESS—March Update

NEWS: Exceeded $3.5 million Archdiocesan Set Goal

We are proud of the continued success of Blessed Today, Blessing Tomorrow. In the initial phase of the campaign we
received pledges of $1.4 million from parishioners who volunteered to be part of the planning and implementation of
the campaign. The Fall Phase of the campaign began in the final weeks of September and during a four week period
another $1.4 million was pledged. We have been told that this may be a record for a Capital Campaign, and given the
economy, we are extremely blessed to have received this level of support from our parish community! We are now
thrilled to announce that we have received pledges to bring our total to over $3.5 million pledged, exceeding 70% of our
$5 million goal and meeting the Archdiocesan set goal to seek approval for our school construction project. We remain
focused and confident that by the end of the Spring Phase of Blessed Today, Blessing Tomorrow on March 31, 2010 that
we will have met our goal of $5 million in pledges.

“Our gift will come from a variety of sources — annual employment income, investments
made for the long haul, future bonuses, etc. When I considered the various ways I have
structured my finances, a larger gift became possible. Especially when I consider that it is
tax deductible charitable contribution.”

As of March 10, 2010

Total Pledged: $3,522,000

Total Pledges Collected: $650,500
Total Number of Pledges Received: 266

pledged expenses

Total Campaign expenses to-

date: 2.2% of pledges

(Expenses include master plan

pledged

Percent of school  Percent of actively architectural fees, consulting fees,

pledges

families pledged  contributing parishioners marketing materials and events.)

to-date: 88% pledged to-date: 29%

www.josaphatblessed.org



NEWS: March 17th Meeting with Archdiocesan Project Committee

The Facilities Committee, the Campaign Co-Chairs and the Campaign Steering Committee have been working together
throughout Blessed Today, Blessing Tomorrow to insure that we meet both our campaign goal to raise $5 million dollars
and to have new classrooms built and enhanced academic programs ready for our still increasing enrollment for the opening
of school 2011. The Facilities Committee meets every two weeks with the Architect and General Contractor, the Co-Chairs
meet once per week with Father Rich and Ms. Cannon, and the Steering Committee meets every month to ensure the con-
tinued success of the campaign. Here is an overview of the progress from both committees:

Facilities Milestones

April 2008 ——

Facilities Committee Formed

May 2008

Facilities Committee Begins Monthly
Meetings

January 2009

Facilities Committee Report Completed

June 2009

Newman Architects Selected for Parish Master Plan

July — August 2009

Newman Architect Meetings with Parishioner Groups

September 2009

Preliminary Master Planning, School Design Concept

October 2009

Soil Boring Samples Completed
Meeting with Alderman to Begin Permit Discussions Request
for Proposal to 6 Contractors

November 2009

Site Survey Completed
Bulley & Andrews Selected as General Contractor

December 2009

Project Manager Selected

Archdiocese Approved Design Development
and Pre-Construction Drawings

January 2010

Design Development Drawings Presented to Committee

February 2010

Sheftield Neighborhood Association sponsored meeting on new
school construction with Alderman and community

March 2010

Approval from Com Ed for their Smart Ideas For Your Business
New Construction program

March 17 2010

Meeting with Archdiocesan Projects Committee seeking final
approval of school construction project

o8 Fundraising Milestones

- February, 2008

Strategic plan Presented to Parish

—— March 2008

Campaign Consultant Hired

April-May 2008
Feasibility Study Conducted

—— June 2008
Final Feasibility Study Report

October 2008
Campaign Co-Chairs Selected

POQQ __ January 2009

Approval of Case for Support
—— March 2009

Final Blessed Today Blessing Tomorrow

Campaign Strategy Approved
L April-May 2009

Steering Committee Formed

~ L June 2009
First Phase of Campaign Launched

—— August 2009

$1.4 million raised in First Phase

—— September 2009
Fall Phase of Campaign Launch

— December 2009

$1.4 million raised in Fall Phase

2010

January 2010
Spring Phase of Campaign Launched
to date $3,011,00 pledged; $585,000 collected

~— March 8, 2010

Met our Archdiocesan set goal of $3.5 million

pledged

March 2010
Spring Phase ends March 31





